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benefit of the doubt and operate.” For closing the abdominal wound 
the use of interrupted sutures, passing through the whole thickness of 
the abdominal wall and including the peritoneum, is considered the 
best plan. In the after-treatment opium is withheld as much as possi¬ 
ble, and incipient peritonitis is considered an indication for the admin¬ 
istration of salts. He believes that active peritoneal inflammation will 
not often occur if when the first symptoms appear abstinence from 
opium is enforced, and saline ourgatives are administered. Several 
illustrations in this chapter are borrowed from the work of Greig Smith, 
from which the author occasionally quotes. 

The subject of hernia is well dealt with. The author is in sympathy 
with the growing belief that radical operations for the cure of hernia do 
not, as a rule, effect a radical cure. 

With re erence to a mooted question he says, ‘-of all the operations 
proposed for the radical cure of the more severe cases of hsemorrhoidal 
disease, the best probably is excision and cauterization ” 

For the treatment of prolapse of the rectum he gives his own 
method. 

The chapter on amputations, for which the author in his preface 
states he is indebted to Dr. Morton, is sound and concise. 

The fact that this work is eminently practical can not be too strongly 
emphasized. It is modern; and as its teaching is that generally ac 
cepted and such that affords little opportunity for discussion, it will be 
lasting. It is clear and concise, yet full. The book is entitled to a 
place in modern surgical literature. James P. Warbasse. 

A Restrospect of Surgery, January, 1886-January, 1890. Prepared 
by Francis J. Shepherd, M.D.,C.M., Surgeon to the Montreal Gen¬ 
eral Hospital, etc. Montreal Gazette Printing Company, 1890, 
8vo. p. 261. J. H. Chambers & Co., 914 Locust Street, St. Louis, 
Mo. 

This work is a reprint of the valuable reports on current surgical 
literature made during the last four years by Professor Shepherd in the 
Montreal Medical and Surgical Journal. The abstracts are succinct 
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and comprehensive) and present an excellent precis of the surgical work 
of the period. James E. Pilcher. 

Medical Diagnosis, with Special Reference to Practical Med 
icine. A guide to the knowledge and discrimination of diseases. By 
J. M. DaCosta, M. D. Professor of Practice of Medicine at the Jeffer¬ 
son Medical College, Philadelphia, etc. Seventh Edition, Revised. 
Philadelphia, J. B. Lippencott & Co., 1890. 8vo., p. 995. J. H. 
Chambers & Co., 914 Locust Street, St. Louis, Mo. 

The students and practitioners of medicine, who, during the past score 
of years, have exhausted six editions of DaCosta’s work, form a jury 
most worthy of pronouncing upon its merits, and their verdict is favor¬ 
able. In the present edition, the author has given the subject matter 
a complete revision, bringing it as fully as practicable up to date. 

James E. Pilcher. 



